English IV 




                                                                 Mr. Scheef

THS BLOCK SCHEDULING

April 21 - May 12

Instructor:
Mr. Scheef

Email:

bscheefnu@hotmail.com
Phone:

(785) 404-6831

Best Times:
(A) Days - 10:00 - 10:30   (B) Days - 11:30 - 12:00

Thursday
April 21

English IV - CCCC Chapter Five (5)  Innocence and Experience







Introduce Hamlet  by Willy Shakespeare





Hamlet Groups





Act I
Nicole - Jackie





Act II
Annie - CJ





Act III
Kodee - Travis - Megan





Act IV
Tyler - TJ





Avt V - Commentary  Chelsea - Theresa





CAUTION - CAUTION - CAUTION - CAUTION





Please resist the TEMPTATION to consult online literary services for your





responses to this project. Online services such as:  NovelGuide, enotes, etc.





are good for the purpose of obtaining background and the stimulation of critical





thinking. Using these online sources or similar internet services as a sole





resource in an attempt to complete this project will be considered “plagiarism.”





Plagiarists will receive a zero on this project and will NOT be allowed to take





the final exam.  “SUCCESS IS A CHOICE”





At its conclusion this project will be sent to TURN-IT-IN for verification.





Act Summations - Power Point Presentation




a.
Complete Character Descriptions





b.
Theme Analysis





c.
Plot Sequence - Include all major speeches-soliquies





d.
Complication Description





e.
Conflict Development - Conflict Resolution





f.
Crisis Implications





g.
Responsible for suggesting responses to the individual act






questions for your designated acts.  Provide guidance and road 






map




h.
Title slide, Works Cited Slide





i.
No more than 4 bullets per slide





j.
No more than 4 words per bullets

Tuesday
April 26

English IV - CCCC Chapter Five (5)  Innocence and Exeprience






Student Responses:   Lab Day





Hamlet Group Deadlines:





a.
Act I  - II


Thursday April 28





b.
Act III - IV


Monday  May 2





c.
Act V - Commentary

Wednesday May 4

DUE DATES:  Individual Act Responses: 


Act I - II

May 2





Act IIII - IV
May 4



Act V 

May 6

Overview of Hamlet Writing Elements

1.
Individually:   At the conclusion of each act prepare a short essay for each of the corresponding




questions. 


Each essay question is to be a minimum of one (1) full page (DS)  Be sure state specific 
evidence from 
the text to support your responses.



REMINDER:   Use of MLA in-text citation is required.   


Act I


a.
Contrast the attitudes towards the death of the old King as expressed by Claudius



and Hamlet.


b.
Compare the advice given to Ophelia by Laertes with the advice by Polonius.


Act II


a.
Prepare a character profile of Polonius from his interactions in this act with Reynaldo



(scene 1), Ophelia (scene 1), Gertrude and Claudius (scene 2), Hamlet (scene 2) and



the Players (scene 2). 


b.
Compare and contrast the relationship which the King and Queen have with Rosencrantz



and Guildenstern, to the relationship which Hamlet has with Rosencrantz and 




Guildenstern as defined in scene 2.


Act III


a.
Discuss the connection between Hamlet’s scene with Ophelia where he speaks of



honesty, his speech to the Players on acting, and his speech to Horatio on flattery.


b.
Compare Claudius’ thoughts on his own guilt as he tries to pray to Gertrude’s

                         recognition of her own guilt when confronted by Hamlet.


Act IV


a.
Using specific detail from the play trace the way Claudius tries to manipulate the



following characters in this act in order to achieve his own ends:



Gertrude, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, Hamlet and Laertes.


b.
Write down Ophelia’s song lyrics.  Using specific detail from the play discuss the



implications of Ophelia’s song lyrics…what do they mean, what do the lyrics forecast?



What do the lyrics suggest about her relationship with Hamlet, and her grief for her



Father, especially as causes for her apparent madness?


Act V


a.
Compare Claudius’ use of the “arranged” fencing match between Laertes and Hamlet



to Hamlet’s use of “The Mousetrap,” and his rewriting of the letters carried by



Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.


b.
Discuss the professions of love and grief expressed at Ophelia’s funeral by Laertes



and Hamlet, as compared to similar scenes featuring Claudius, in terms of their



implications for the play’s outcome:  who is honest, deserving, and just among the plays key 


players?

Final Essay:
SEMESTER EXAM  Requirements and Due Dates 



Weighting:    10% of Semester GPA



Topic:
Discuss in detail how the elements of “revenge” or “madness” impacted/effected
 



the major characters in Hamlet as they pertain to:




a.
The character’s overall development from Act I through the conclusion.




b.
The character’s relationships with the other main players.




c.
Impact on:





1.
Theme





2.
Plot





3.
Complication





4.
Crisis





5.
Conflict





6.
Conflict Resolution



Format:

   
Typed (DS) - Garcia Heading



Documentation:
   
In text citation (MLA)



Length:

   
You are finished when you are finished.



Due Date:
Final Outline
May 10, 2011





Final Text
May 12, 2011  



For Your Perusal:    I have attached a SAMPLE copy of a project over this same





       topic.  The name of the student and date due have have deleted.

Student Name

Instructor: Mr. Scheef

Composition II – Hamlet Final

(?) May 2011

       Not-So-Sweet Revenge


Throughout the story of “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare, a definite theme of revenge arises and majorly impacts the plot and characters of the play.  The story begins with the eerie account of old King Hamlet’s ghost informing Hamlet of his wicked murder.  Hamlet is disgusted and furious at the news he has discovered and promises his father’s ghost that he will get revenge!  From that moment of promising revenge and on, Hamlet’s every move and thought is consumed with getting vengeance.


With the knowledge of what his newly, married uncle and mother have done, Hamlet begins to transform from sulking and being depressed to going mad with the challenge of getting even and pleasing his dead father.  Because of his increasingly agitated mood, Hamlet’s friends and acquaintances soon begin to be afraid of what he might do.  For example, Ophelia’s brother and father, Laertes and Polonius, are both concerned with her relationship with Hamlet.  The concern Ophelia’s brother and father have about Hamlet negatively impacts the love relationship between Ophelia and Hamlet.  It is first believed that Hamlet has gone mad because he has been forbidden to see Ophelia, but when Polonius stages a meeting Hamlet acts like he never really had affections for her. (Act III, Sc.1, 144)  This revelation puts a strain on their relationship and as the story moves on and Hamlet is sent away, we discover through Ophelia’s songs that they were closer than we knew.  Not only was Hamlet affected with grief and madness, but Ophelia was also.  Ophelia’s madness was not in a cause for getting revenge, but it was madness due to the loss of her father and lover.  In the end, the madness Hamlet displayed affected innocent Ophelia’s feelings and played a part in her killing herself. 











Student Last Name 2


        As we go from Act II to Act IV we find that Hamlet become increasingly confused and angered with himself and with keeping his promise.  This causes the plot to become more and more devious between each of the characters.  Hamlet conspires a way to get retribution at his uncle once he discovers he is truly guilty from the reenactment Hamlet had performed. Hamlet is in conflict with himself as shown in the following lines. 



“ To be or not to be, that is the question:



   Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer



   The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,



   Or to take arms against a sea of troubles



   And by opposing end them.  To die – to sleep,



   No more; and by a sleep to say we end



   The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks



   That flesh is heir to: ‘tis a consummation



   Devoutly to be wished.  To die, to sleep;



   To sleep, perchance to dream- ay, there’s the rub…”(Shakespeare 142)

It seems that Hamlet is contemplating suicide and is not sure whether it is better to live with overwhelming odds and problems or to die with the dread of the unknown.  After a while Hamlet comes to a sort of peace with himself, and toward the end of the story is not worried about whether he lives or dies. 


Once Claudius discovers that Hamlet knows about the murder of his father, Claudius schemes to have Hamlet disposed of.   Throughout most of the story the new King pretends to like Hamlet, but we see that he only is using this as a cover to manipulate others. There are even more twists and complications in the plot when Hamlet discovers the documents to the King of England with a request to kill him!


To complicate things even further, Gertrude; Hamlet’s mother, had a hand in her husband’s murder but is now being manipulated by King Claudius.  She does not know of Claudius’ plans to kill Hamlet and because of her naivety she ends up drinking the poisoned 










      Student Last Name 3

wine meant for Hamlet.  Also, the Queen is a large hindrance for Hamlet’s revenge.  Hamlet was told by his father to not seek revenge on Gertrude, but this is a struggle for him because he is very disgusted with her for marrying his uncle.  Yet, at the same time, Gertrude is still his mother and he doesn’t want to get her hurt.  


  Once Hamlet has fully decided to act on his emotions of getting revenge, he stops at nothing.  When he speaks with his mother, who is trying to coerce him into explaining what he is angry about, he goes crazy and turns the tables on her.  Gertrude is very frightened when Hamlet reminds her of her malicious acts and threatens her.  She screams for help, which makes Polonius, who has been hiding behind the curtain, also scream.  This results in Hamlet stabbing Polonius to death. (Act III, Sc.4, 190)  We soon see that this is a major crisis implication because Hamlet has now just committed his first murder and we know that Laertes is going to be furious when he learns what happened to his father.


After the killing of Polonius, Hamlet is sent away on what it supposed to be a fatal journey to England.  However he switches the King’s documents and makes his way back to Denmark.  Once he reaches home, he discovers the death of his beloved Ophelia and his madness seems to grow even stronger. During the funeral of the young maiden, Hamlet gets into a scuffle with Laertes and this marks the beginning of the huge conflict between several of the main characters.  (Act V, Sc.5, 276)


Laertes has sworn revenge for his father’s death and is in cohorts with Claudius to kill Hamlet.  The King wants Hamlet’s death to be an accident; therefore, he sets up a duel between Laertes and Hamlet and has poisoned wine and a poisoned sword ready for Hamlet’s demise.  The duel at first seems to be a friendly challenge, but when Laertes cheats and slashes him with the poisoned dagger the game has become deadly.  Hamlet is angered and fights fiercely with Laertes until finally wounding him with the poison after they mistakenly switched daggers. 
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Meanwhile, Queen Gertrude has just taken a drink of the poisoned wine. (Act V, Sc.2, 300)  This is the part that is the greatest point of tension because the reader realizes that both Hamlet and his mother are going to die, but so far the evil King is just fine.


After wounding Laertes, Hamlet sees that his mother has just collapsed and is told a lie by the king when he asks what is wrong with her.



“She swoons to see them bleed.”     (Shakespeare 304)

This is just another example of the King’s treachery seen through the story.  Claudius is always trying to protect his image and save his own skin.  It had been working for Claudius up until the moment Queen and Laertes tell Hamlet the truth.



“ Queen: No, no, the drink, the drink! Oh my dear Hamlet!



   The drink, the drink! I am poisoned. “



“ Laertes: It is here Hamlet.  Hamlet thou art slain.



   No medicine in the world can do thee good;



   In thee there is not half an hour of life.



   The treacherous instrument is in they hand,



   Unbated and envenomed.  The foul practice



   Hath turned itself on me.  Lo, here I lie, 



   Never to rise again, They mother’s poisoned.



   I can no more.  The King – the King’s to blame.”    (Shakespeare 304) 

With this discovery, Hamlet snaps.  All the built up anger and overwhelming thought of getting revenge overtakes him and he quickly stabs the King and forces him to drink the poison until he dies.  Soon after, Laertes dies and Horatio, realizing that Hamlet is doomed also, tries to commit suicide, but Hamlet will not allow him to.  Horatio has been a true friend to Hamlet throughout 
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the story and Hamlet needs him to live and to tell the account of all that has occurred.  Once assured that Horatio will make his memory last on, Hamlet passes away.  


As the story concludes with Fortinbras and Horatio cleaning up the aftermath, the reader can reflect on how the theme of revenge has turned this text into a tragedy.  Nearly all the characters die by the time we reach the end of the book.  Hamlet did succeed in getting his revenge, but he did not get to live long with the knowledge of his success.  Others such as Gertrude, Ophelia, and Polonius suffered untimely and unfortunate deaths due to the madness and treachery of Hamlet and King Claudius.  Laertes was also like Hamlet and got revenge for the death of his father, but died because of it.  I believe one lesson we can learn from this ordeal is that revenge is not always the answer and is not as sweet as it may seem.

